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Announcing the release of the 2018 Sarasota/Manatee 
Point in Time Homeless Survey Results

The Suncoast Partnership to End Homelessness is releasing the results of the Sarasota/Manatee Point in Time 
Homeless Survey (PIT).  Each year, across the nation, providers of homeless services come together to plan and 
carry out a survey of those who find themselves homeless. This year over 80 volunteers, coordinated by the 
Suncoast Partnership in Sarasota county and Turning Points in Manatee county, helped us conduct a homeless 
census for the night of January 29th, 2018. The Sarasota/Manatee Point in Time Homeless Survey (PIT) report is 
one of many tools our community uses to fully assess the issues and possible solutions.   

A summary of the PIT results, including a year-over-year data table is provided below.  The region experienced a 
decrease from 1,447 homeless persons counted in 2017 to 1,192 homeless persons counted in 2018, this is a 
decrease of about 18%.  

The PIT information should always be kept in perspective, it is a snapshot in time of literally homeless persons on 
the street or in shelters during a 24-hour period that began January 29th.  It is only one data point to consider in 
evaluating the totality of needs for homeless services.  As example, from October 1, 2017 through March 31, 
2018, the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) indicates that 4,376 unique persons in Sarasota and 
Manatee were determined to be literally homeless and received services, including outreach, emergency shelter 
and housing services, like rapid re-housing.     

The PIT provides important information and can provide trends in our communities as we work together on this 
important issue.   As an example, even as Sarasota County is seeing a reduction in numbers, Manatee County is 
remaining somewhat stable in the total persons who are literally homeless.  And while the overall number is 
down, youth and chronically homeless persons have not seen as dramatic a reduction, so clearly additional 
strategic planning, funding and coordination is necessary.   

As the Suncoast Partnership and community leaders in Sarasota and Manatee continue to implement a cohesive 
and coordinated system to assist and house those who are homeless, the PIT count can help focus that strategic 
planning.   



The Sarasota/Manatee Point in Time Homeless Survey (PIT) 

Here is a breakdown of the PIT counts for 2016, 2017 and 2018  
(Green represents a positive trend down in numbers, red indicates an increase in numbers.) 

PIT Survey Breakdown 2016 2017 2018 Trend 
Total Homeless Count 1468 1447 1192 18%  
Veteran  161 149 108 26%  
Chronically Homeless  311 285 250 12%  
Youth  121 121 115 5%  

Geographic Mapping 
Manatee 497 570 545 4%  

 City of Bradenton 474 328 340 4%  
 Other Manatee County  23 242 205 15%  

Sarasota 971 877 647 26%  
 City of Sarasota 632 429 351 18%  
 Other Sarasota County 339 448 296 34%  

Family Count 
Manatee 24 24 22 8%  
Sarasota 55 50 54 8%  

Other important PIT information on demographics can be found in the full PIT Report for 2018 as 
submitted to HUD.   

You can obtain a copy simply by visiting our website, www.suncoastpartnership.org, and clicking on 
the link 2018 Point in Time Homeless Survey.   


