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May 21, 2021 

News Release 

Each year the Suncoast Partnership to End Homelessness, Inc. (Suncoast Partnership) on behalf of the 
Sarasota/Manatee Continuum of Care (CoC) compiles the Annual Point-in-Time (PIT) count.  This survey 
provides a snapshot of homelessness in Sarasota and Manatee County on a single night, January 25 to 
January 26 of 2021.  While it is not possible to count every homeless person, the methodology used in 
our communities includes gathering information from those who are in emergency shelters and 
transitional housing, engaging in outreach efforts in known areas where unsheltered homeless persons 
may be gathered and a general canvassing in our communities to capture the best picture possible. The 
count allows us to look at trends over the years by using consistent methodology. 

This year, due the pandemic, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) allowed 
communities across the country to record a modified PIT count.  Per this allowance, our community 
performed the sheltered portion of the PIT for 2021 and did not perform the unsheltered count. This 
was done to mitigate the community spread of the SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus, and to prevent the risk 
associated with potentially exposing volunteers and those experiencing homelessness to infection by 
volunteers visiting encampments.  Sheltered data was collected using the Community Services 
Information System as well as aggregate date provided by emergency shelters and transitional housing 
projects that do not participate in CSIS.  

For 2021, the count of sheltered homeless persons in Sarasota and Manatee Counties is 526, a decrease 
of 23% from 2020. The sheltered count for Sarasota County decreased by 24% while the Manatee 
County count decreased by 20%. 

Though we see a downward trend in our PIT count year over year, a 20% decrease in our sheltered 
count is greater than we would have expected in a normal year.  We believe many factors associated 
with COVID-19 response must be considered when analyzing the 2021 modified PIT count.  Due to the 
pandemic, our shelters worked diligently to comply with Centers for Disease Control social distancing 
guidelines and reduced capacity to accommodate. Though our community outreach efforts, we 
discovered that many individuals chose to distance themselves from congregant shelters, and as an 
outcome, we experienced a 40% decrease in shelter engagement comparing January 2020 (pre-
pandemic) to January 2021 (mid pandemic).  Additionally, our community had an influx of philanthropic 
and federal supports as well as eviction moratoriums that kept large segments of our population from 
losing housing and seeking shelter. 

Chris Johnson, CEO of the Suncoast Partnership talked about the results of the count. 

“2020 was an unusual year for all of us. It was difficult on our community, on our businesses, our 
families, and on our neighbors who are experiencing homelessness. Not only does our area 
continue to be one in which affordable and attainable housing is difficult to secure, but the 
impact of a global pandemic caused fear and increased needs among our community across all 
socioeconomic levels. For the Sarasota/Manatee Continuum of Care, this pandemic showed the 
resolve of our community and the intense dedication of our front-line service providers who 
continued to operate throughout this unprecedented time. Our philanthropic community and 
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foundations offered funding as protective supports well before federal funds were available. Due 
to their quick response and generosity, thousands of families across our region were spared the 
trauma of experiencing homelessness during a pandemic. 

Our 2021 PIT count was significantly different from years past. The pandemic response and 
supports available factor heavily into the reduction in our community count, but seeing the way 
our community can pull together, offer what is needed, and support those who are most 
vulnerable among us, gives me hope for our future. We still face a draught of attainable housing 
and this deficit continues to be a driving factor of homelessness in our region. The efficacy of our 
Coordinated Entry System and the commitment of our community partners in serving those of 
highest vulnerability has been proven firm through these trying times. This dedication and 
commitment, coupled with Housing First best practices, the Permanent Supportive Housing and 
Rapid Rehousing interventions championed by our local Service Providers, along with the 
commitment from our counties, cities, and our philanthropic partners continues to offer hope 
with opportunity to our neighbors experiencing homelessness in our community.” 

During 2020, the Oneby1 Coordinated Entry System, in partnership with and through the commitment 
of the CoC partners, assisted 271 long term and high need homeless persons find permanent housing. 

The PIT results, along with other data and information, help inform the Sarasota and Manatee County 
CoC as they plan to address the needs of those who are homeless and those at imminent risk of 
homelessness.   
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2021 Point in Time Summary 

(Homeless Count by Federal Definition) 

 

 PIT Survey Year to Year Comparison 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 Rate of Change 

Total Homeless Count 20 vs 21 17 vs 21 

Total 1447 1192 1135 1044 526 -49.6% -63.6% 
Sheltered (Emergency & Trans. 
Housing) 

785 740 735 681 526 -22.8% -33.0% 

Unsheltered 662 452 400 363 0 N/A N/A 
Sub-populations 

Veteran 149 108 111 105 51 -51.4% -65.8% 

Chronically Homeless 284 250 246 188 72 -61.7% -74.6% 

Youth 120 97 100 86 65 -24.4% -45.8% 
Adults with Minor Children 
(Households) 

74 76 68 70 56 -20.0% -24.3% 

Geographic Identification 

Manatee County (including City of 
Bradenton) 

581 545 532 466 185 -60.3% -68.2 % 

City of Bradenton Only 328 340 322 342 132 -61.4% -59.8% 
Sarasota County (Including City 
of Sarasota) 

867 647 603 578 341 -41.0% -60.7% 

City of Sarasota Only 429 351 303 335 138 -58.8% -67.8% 
 

 

The Suncoast Partnership has provided an interactive dashboard for the Point in Time data on our 
website.  Please visit https://www.suncoastpartnership.org/point-in-time. 

https://www.suncoastpartnership.org/point-in-time

